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Sheraton Beach.
Beaches on Kauai will 

continue to be tested fre-
quently, officials said.

Elsewhere, inspectors 
working with the state, 
Kauai County, the Small 
Business Administration 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency are 
expected to complete 
preliminary damage 
assessments of private and 
public property by 
Thursday, said Richard 
Rapozo, Hawaii Emergency 
Management Agency 
spokesman.

The assessments are the 
required starting point for 
obtaining a presidential di-
saster declaration and allo-
cation of federal funds, 
Rapozo said. The next step 
will have the governor sub-
mitting a request to FEMA’s 
regional administrator.

Lorinda Wong-Lau, chief 

of HI-EMA’s Disaster Assis-
tance Section, said a lot of 
people seem to have a mis-
understanding of the pro-
cess.

“They expect that FEMA 
will just appear and start 
providing assistance,” she 
said in a news release. “We 
actually have to go through 
a number of steps to com-
plete the paperwork and 
work with FEMA before the 
disaster declaration request 
is submitted to the presi-
dent for approval.”

Wong-Lau said she ex-
pects to be ready to submit 
an application by the begin-
ning of May.

Meanwhile the Hawaii 
Community Foundation on 
Tuesday announced its lat-
est round of grants, totaling 
$100,000 and going to seven 
organizations helping out 
with the Kauai disaster.

The largest grant of 
$25,000 went to Aina Hoo-
kupu o Kilauea, which has 
deployed all of its staff and 
heavy equipment to the re-
lief effort. The group has 

made calls to every house 
in the Kalihiwai area to as-
sess the needs and status of 
households and has helped 
to remove green waste, re-
place fencing, create access 

to homes and offer man-
power and supplies to 
those in need.

Others receiving funds 
from the foundation were 
Kauai SPCA, Limahuli Gar-

dens, Hanalei School Parent 
Teacher Student Associa-
tion, Hawaii State Bar Foun-
dation, Kauai Christian 
Academy and Poipu Beach 
Foundation.
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National Merit 
winners announced

Two Hawaii students were 
among the 1,000 high school 
seniors nationwide awarded 
corporate-sponsored Na-
tional Merit Scholarships for 
2018.

The awards were fi-
nanced by 200 corpora-
tions, company foundations 
and other business organi-
zations. Most of the awards 
are renewable for up to four 
years of undergraduate 
study and range from $500 
to $10,000 per year. Some 
provide a single payment 
between $2,500 and $5,000. 
Recipients may use their 
awards at any regionally ac-
credited U.S. college or uni-
versity.

The Hawaii winners are:
>> Lily M. Perry of ‘Iolani 

School. She plans to study 
computer science, and her 
scholarship was funded by 
Macy’s Inc. Macy’s supports 
scholarships for children of 
employees at its namesake 
department store and 
Bloomingdale’s.

>> Gracyn Y. Buencon-
sejo of Punahou School. She 
plans to study medical re-
search, and her scholarship 
was funded by Leidos Inc., a 
global science and technol-
ogy solutions company in 
the fields of defense, intelli-
gence, homeland security, 
civil and health.

Over 1.6 million juniors in 
more than 22,000 high 
schools across the country 
entered the 2018 National 
Merit Scholarship Program 
when they took the 2016 
Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test. In September about 
16,000 semifinalists were 
chosen based on numbers 
proportional to each state’s 
percentage of national total 
of graduating high school se-
niors. About 15,000 became 
finalists. By the conclusion 
of the 2018 competition, that 
number had been whittled 
down to 7,500, and the win-
ners were those finalists 
judged to have the strongest 
combination of academic 
achievement, extracurricu-
lar accomplishments and 
potential for success in col-
lege.

Soroptimist clubs 
honor women, girls 

Community leaders, teens 
and women aspiring to fulfill 
their educational goals were 
recently recognized by Oa-
hu’s three Soroptimist Inter-
national clubs: Honolulu, 
Central Oahu and Waikiki 
Foundation Inc.

Receiving the Ruby Award 
for Women Helping Women 
for their work to improve 
the lives of women and girls 
through their profession and 
volunteer work were Kim 
Cook, executive director of 
U.S. Vets, who is also an ad-
vocate for providing quality 
holistic wellness treatment; 
educator Christina Hoe, 
founder of Wild Kids Hawaii 
and Wild Kids Montana, 
which draw from experi-
ences in her own life; and 
Catherine Betts, past execu-
tive director of the Hawaii 
State Commission on the 
Status of Women, who spear-
headed progressive legisla-
tion for women.

To support women who 
provide the primary source 
of financial means for their 
families, Live Your Dream 
educational grants were 
given to nine women: Caro-
line Canavan, Kieu Le, 
Charmaine Lenchanko, 
Anne Glushenko, Debbey 
Baricuatro, Raphaela Che, 
Jayleen Barino, Robin 
Raquedan- Kawaa and Patri-
cia De Luna.

Honoring young volun-
teers, the Violet Richardson 
Award was given to Anna 
Dao of Radford High School, 
Geetika Padwardhan of 
Hana lani School, Abigail 
Austria of Moanalua High 
School and Mahealani Sims-
Tulba of Sacred Hearts 
Academy.

The total amount of the 
awards from the three clubs 
was $42,500.
———
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The state is taking steps 
to reclaim control of the 
land it owns under the Olo-
mana golf course in 
Waimanalo and recover un-
paid rent from a company 
that closed the course two 
weeks ago.

The Department of Land 
and Natural Resources is re-
questing board approval to 
terminate a lease and per-
mit with Olomana Golf Links 
Inc. and recoup $115,275 of 
delinquent rent by cashing 
in bank deposits serving as 
a performance bond.

Board members are 
scheduled to consider the 
request at a Friday meeting.

It’s unclear whether Olo-
mana Golf intends to make 
any effort to hold onto its 
lease, which runs through 
2032, and reopen the golf 
course, which has been in 
business since the 1960s.

A representative of the 
company could not be 
reached Tuesday or last 
week.

Olomana Golf has had a 
difficult time with the prop-
erty since new owners ac-
quired the business in 2016 
with plans to improve the 
18-hole course, which fea-
tures budget prices and has 

been popular with Presi-
dent Barack Obama and lo-
cal golf star Michelle Wie.

Edward Kageyama, a lo-
cal golf industry veteran 
who was also a Hawaii and 
Asia-Pacific regional man-
ager for Virginia-based man-
agement firm Billy Casper 
Golf, bought Olomana Golf 
with partners two years ago 
and intended to re-brand 
the course under the Billy 
Casper name.

That branding deal didn’t 
work out, but Kageyama in 
late 2016 said his goal was 
to make Olomana prettier 
with upgrades to tee boxes, 
fairways and greens. He 
hired the former chef of Pal-
omino and Ola, Fred DeAn-
gelo, to improve the 
restaurant. And he envi-
sioned developing a train-
ing center for college 
players and young pros to 
complement the state’s larg-
est junior golf program, the 
Casey Nakama Golf Devel-
opment Center, which had 
operated at Olomana since 
1996.

Instead, Olomana Golf 
was challenged with just 
keeping the course playable 
because of repeated flood-
ing.

Kageyama said last year 
that flooding from the adja-
cent Waimanalo Stream on 

Marine Corps property at 
Bellows Air Force Station 
had forced partial or com-
plete course closures for 
about 90 days between July 
2016 and April 2017.

Kageyama said at the 
time that Olomana Golf had 
lost around $400,000 in rev-
enue and was seeking dam-

ages from the Marine Corps.
“We have suffered great 

economic hardship,” he 
said in a July interview.

Olomana Golf told DLNR 
last year that it couldn’t pay 
the rent because of its 
losses. The company’s mini-
mum rent is $140,000 a year, 
with $35,000 due every 
quarter. The company also 
rents a plant nursery site 
for $18,500 a year. Rent can 
be higher if certain percent-
ages of revenue top the min-
imum rent.

In June DLNR said the 
company was about 
$138,000 in arrears. Olo-
mana Golf sought a repay-
ment plan but then paid the 
overdue rent by the end of 
July before DLNR’s board 
was scheduled to take up 
the request.

By January, however, Olo-
mana Golf had not paid 
$70,700 in rent, according to 

DLNR. Olomana Golf man-
aged to pay $35,000 last 
month, but DLNR said in a 
report that the delinquency 
is now at $115,275.

Olomana Golf, which had 
about 35 employees, also 
had trouble paying vendors. 
A golf cart supplier took 
back about 90 carts in 
March. Then all operations 
ceased April 13, and a chain 
was strung across the en-
tryway to the parking lot.

DLNR’s report said Olo-
mana Golf has a perfor-
mance bond in the form of 
two certificate of deposits 
totaling $289,060 that could 
be retained up to what the 
state is owed under the 
lease.

The agency also said in 
the report that it will con-
vey to the board any re-
quests it receives to use the 
property on an interim or 
long-term basis.

By Andrew Gomes
agomes@staradvertiser.com
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McKinley. “They have a 
hard time in life in general. 
It’s their turn to shine.”

Both games were exciting 
to the end. McKinley won 
39-37 as Antonio Miller 
made a 3-pointer with 29 
seconds left to ensure the 
win. The Tigers led by 13 
points in the third quarter, 
but back-to-back 3-pointers 

by fan favorite Tyler Morim-
oto got the Rough Riders 
back into the game.

A group of Morimoto’s 
schoolmates cheering him 
on were among the esti-
mated 350 in attendance.

“The support for these 
kids is unbelievable,” said 
Mika Ane, father of Kalani’s 
Kahiau Ane, who scored 
eight points in the Falcons’ 
28-27 win against Moanalua.

Kahiau helped Kalani pre-
vail as the teams traded bas-
kets and a 1-point lead six 

times in the closing min-
utes.

Kahiau also competes in 
powerlifting, softball and 
basketball in the Special 
Olympics each year.

Like his favorite basket-
ball player, LeBron James, 
he prides himself on all-
around play.

“I shoot only if they 
(teammates and coaches) 
want me to shoot,” Kahiau 
said.

Teamwork prevailed in 
both games. And in the sec-

ond game, in-your-face de-
fense and fastbreak offense 
contributed to the Tigers’ 
win.

“We only started practic-
ing last month, and only a 
couple days a week, when-
ever we could get the gym,” 
McKinley coach Jodi 
Tanabe- Hanzawa said. “In 
the beginning it was very 
difficult. They were so 
much more aggressive to-
night. We couldn’t get them 
to play that way in practice. 
I guess it’s the adrenaline.”

The team effort was also 
reflected in volunteer sup-
port from all four schools 
and their communities.

“You know what really 
made this happen? Every-
one, from our security, to 
our educational assistants 
to our skill trainers,” 
Tanabe -Hanzawa said. “This 
is all on their own time.”

Friday’s games at Kalani 
start at 5 p.m., with McKin-
ley playing Moanalua, fol-
lowed by Roosevelt and 
Kalani. Admission is free.
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Settlement proposed for HPD excessive-force case

The Honolulu City Coun-
cil today will take up the 
proposed settlement of a 
lawsuit brought by a man 
who alleges a Honolulu Po-
lice Department officer 
used excessive force 
against him in Kahuku six 
years ago.

The amount of the settle-
ment proposal has not yet 
been disclosed.

The federal lawsuit was 
brought by Jonah Kaahu, 
who alleges that five HPD 

officers used excessive 
force against him when they 
arrested him in August 2012 
outside the Giovanni 
Shrimp Truck.

The complaint said 
Kaahu was shoveling gravel 
on the grounds when sev-
eral men attacked him and 
a co-worker.

When responding police 
arrived and saw Kaahu, 
with a shovel in his hand, 
facing off with another man, 
they drew their weapons 
and ordered him to lie on 
the ground, court docu-
ments said. When Kaahu 

tried to explain to the offi-
cers that the other man 
might have a weapon, they 
continued to yell at him.

After one of the officers 
said, “Just taze these (exple-
tive),” Kaahu started to run 
but then stopped after a 
witness to the incident told 
him he hadn’t done any-
thing wrong. The officers 
then used excessive force 
against him, the complaint 
said, including striking him 
on the face and causing him 
to lose consciousness tem-
porarily, hurting him as 
they forced him to stay on 

the ground, spraying him 
with what appeared to be 
pepper spray and striking 
the side of his head with a 
pair of handcuffs.

Kaahu was arrested but 
the case was dismissed.

The incident was cap-
tured on video with a smart-
phone and shown on TV 
news broadcasts.

Former Police Chief Louis 
Kealoha also was named in 
the lawsuit, which alleges 
that he “personally imple-
mented, maintained, en-
forced and/or allowed the 
continued use of excessive 

force and/or exposure to 
pre-trial detainees to condi-
tions amounting to severe 
punishment.”

Separate from the Kaahu 
lawsuit, the Council today 
will consider a request to in-
crease the amount of 
money being spent to hire a 
special attorney to repre-
sent Kealoha in the Kaahu 
case. Resolution 18-89 
would allow for up to 
$14,100 more to be paid to 
law firm Chung and Ikehara. 
The Council previously had 
authorized $10,000 for the 
firm’s defense of Kealoha.

By Gordon Y.K. Pang
gordonpang@staradvertiser.com

State is seeking 
to end golf lease 
at Olomana, gain 
delinquent rent

LEILA FUJIMORI / LFUJIMORI@STARADVERTISER.COM

A chain blocked the entrance Tuesday to Olomana Golf Links.

RON KOSEN / SPECIAL TO THE STAR-ADVERTISER

Councilman Derek Kawakami and firefighter Elisha Frank delivered supplies 
Sunday in Hanalei, Kauai. County officials reported Tuesday that they distrib-
uted about 400 gallons of fuel to 80 households Monday and Tuesday.


