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Program Meeting
Betty White

August 22 • 12:00 p.m.
Pacific Club

August Program Meeting features Betty White
 The August Program Meeting will feature 
SIWFI’s Betty White, Head of School at Sacred 
Hearts Academy. White will speak about the joys 
and challenges of education in Hawaii. 

 Hawaii is home to about 251,000 children 
ages 5 to 19, and 96,000 adults ages 20 to 24. 
This accounts for about a quarter of the state’s 
total population. 

 The state is unique in that it has just one 
statewide public school district, while all other 
states make K-12 education a local responsibility. 
The Hawaii Department of Education oversees more than 280 public and charter 
schools.

 The state also has more than 120 private elementary and secondary 
schools that serve as an alternative to the public system. Most public higher 
education institutions fall under the University of Hawaii system, which has 
an enrollment of more than 60,000 at three universities and seven community           
colleges.
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President’s Message

Aloha! 

        We are starting our new year off with a bang! In July, we made cranes 
for our sister club in Chigasaki, Japan; had Nipuni Sirimalwatta, our Fellowship 
recipient this year, speak to us about her studies at the University Of Hawaii; and 
welcomed Rena Borja, District VI Fellowship Director, who recognized our last 
year’s Fellows, Glenda, Carolyn and Anita. Plus, we had a surprise guest join us 
at our July 25th meeting, Sylvia Crafton,  Governor-Elect of Founder Region for 
2016-2018.

 Our fundraising committee is already working hard to plan this year’s big fundraising event. It 
sounds like it may be a “Mystery” taking place sometime in February 2018. More information will be com-
ing. Thank you all for your hard work!

 Marsha may be last year’s president, but she is still working hard. She has already updated the web-
site to make it even more friendly, and she has agreed to chair the Fundraising Committee. In the meantime, 
she has already sent out a member survey. Marsha, you deserve a ROSE! Mahalo Nui Loa!

 We understand that not everyone can attend our lunch meetings, so please don’t miss the next 5th 
Tuesday Pau Hana on August 29th at the “Amuse Wine Bar” at The Stage. Bring a friend and enjoy the eve-
ning with us. The invitation will be coming soon.
 
Mahalo!

Judy Whitfield
Judy Whitfi eld
SIWFI President

Happy August Birthday!

    10    Sharon Chai
18     Nancy Tudor
23    Fanny Wedro

1993 Dr. Kalani Brady

August Anniversaries
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Three SIWFI Members Honored as Fellows
 Carolyn Ballou, Anita Haban-Nakamaejo and Glenda Rother were honored as a Club “Fellow” at 
July’s Program Meeting. Founder Region Fellowship Director Rena Borja was on hand to present the certifi -
cates.

 These three women join an elite group; every fellow named represents $1,000 or more in donations to 
the Soroptimist Founder Region Fellowship Program, which provides scholarships to amazing women.

Glenda Rother, with Judy Whitfield and Founder 
Region Fellowship Director Rena Borja, was hon-
ored for her kind and generous contribution

Above:  Cindy Rasmussen accepts the Fellowship 
Award on behalf of Anita Haban-Nakamaejo and 
Carolyn Ballou. Carolyn was honored by SIWFI as 
Club Fellow.
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Member Spotlight ~ Heather Schulz
    
 Heather Schulz joined SIWFI after fellow member Miranda Linsky 
invited her to attend the awards/scholarship banquet, where she fell in love 
with the mission of the organization.

 Heather works as an economist for the Hawaii Public Utilities Com-
misions. Prior to that, she was a budget analyst for the Hawaii State Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means.

 Heather’s family includes her mother, who works as a respiratory 
home care specialist, her father who is an information technology offi cer 
for a local credit union, and her brother who is a student at the University of 
Hawaii, majoring in education.

 Heather enjoys spending time with family and friends and has a passion for reading. She also likes 
relaxing at the beach and cooking.

 The President of Maui Electric Company is former SIWFI member, Sharon  
Suzuki.

 Suzuki also holds leadership positions with the Maui Economic Develop-
ment Board, Girls Scouts of Hawaii, Boy Scouts of America Maui Country 
Council, the American Red Cross Maui Advisory Council, the Maui Hotel and 
Lodging Association and the Maui County Civil Service Commissions.

Do You Remember this Former SIWFI Member?

Most Valuable      
Lesson Learned

“The power of delegation. 
Great things can happen 

when you surround yourself 
with talented people and al-
low them to get things done 

their way.”

SHARON SHARES

“Maui Electric serves Maui, Lanai and Molokai, and 
each island really has its own culture, so it’s important 
that we’re sensitive to the needs of the people who live 
on the different islands. Trying to meet the needs of our 
employees, as well as the community, has its challenges, 
but I have a pretty diverse professional background, so 
that gives me the ability to adjust and work with that 

diversity.”



It’s Time to Think About Ruby Awards
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 Dr. Jill Omori was recognized at the annual Awards Brunch as SIWFI’s 
2017 Ruby Award recipient. Her community work to provide medical care to the 
population of homeless women and girls is inspiring. The nomination period is 
now open for the 2018 awardee.

 The eligibility requirements for the Ruby Award include non-Soroptimist 
women who are:

 •  improving the lives of women or girls through their profession or 
     personal life, ideally within the past two years
 •  identifying and focusing on a need of women and girls

 The nomination period is open through September 30, 2017; please 
forward name and contact information to the Ruby Award Committee 2018 members: Glenda Rother, Jun Look, 
Michiyo Tomioka with club guidance from VP Shirley Kidani.

October 14, 2017
The Modern Honolulu

$195 Payable to Hoola Na Pua
(Checks may be given to Sandra Simms)
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SIWFI’s Calendar of Events

August 22 12:00 p.m. Program Meeting • Pacifi c Club  (Betty White, Program Speaker) 
   1:00 p.m. Board Meeting

Sept 12 12:00 p.m. Business Meeting

April 14, 2018  Awards Banquet • Waialae Country Club

Jul 30 - Aug 2, 2018 SIA Convention • Yokohama, Japan

Blast from the Past
(Can you name the present and past members?)

 

Lorraine Teniya, Sandra Simms, RaeDeen  Keahiolalo, 
Lorene Hopkins, Rea Fox and Judy Lee

Cranes for SI Chigasaki

Starting with a few samples from Anita, SIWFI 
members made Cranes both at the Joint Board 
Meeting and the Business Meeting in July. A 
total of 50 Cranes were produced to send to SI 
Chigasaki. 

Soroptimist to launch with Torrid Foundation
 Soroptimist International of the Americas Inc. (SIA) and its online volunteer 
community, LiveYourDream.org, have been selected as the fi rst charity for the newly 
launched Torrid Foundation. The Torrid Foundation is the philanthropic arm of Torrid, 
LLC, a rapidly expanding women’s retail clothing company with more than 500 stores 
across the United States and Canada. 

 Through this relationship, Torrid will feature SIA/LiveYourDream.org brands 
online and in stores to raise awareness about SIA programs and generate much-needed funding for the Live 
Your Dream Awards®.
 

 Further, Torrid will also work with SIA staff to make applications for the Live Your Dream Awards 
available to a larger audience of women in the United States and Canada.


